
Introduction to Sociology 

Defining Sociology 

- The social science discipline that looks at the ________________ and 

____________ of human society and how it ______________. 

- Examines the ____________________ in society, challenges, and changes. 

- Study of social _______, social _____________, and the social ______________ 

and consequences of human behaviour. 

Micro and Macro 

- Microsociology: The study of ___________ 

groups within a society.  

o Example: What role does religion 

play in the life of an individual? 

- Macrosociology: Analyzes societal 

norms on a __________ scale. 

o Example: What role does religion 

play in society? 

Subject Matter 

- The structure of ____________, _____________________, and societies and 

how people interact within these contexts 

- All human behaviour is social. As a result, the subject of sociology ranges 

from: 

o The intimate family 

o The hostile ______ 

o Organized crime 

o _____________ 

o Religious cults 

o Divisions of ___________ 

o _____________relations 

o Social class 

o Sociology of work 

o Sociology of sports 



Roles 

- We all play certain roles in our society 

- ____________ is the term used to describe our position 

within an institution 

o E.g. Superintendent, vice-principal, principal, 

teacher, student 

- On any given day we can play many 

_______________roles in society 

o E.g. A parent can drive their kids to school, then go to work and 

teach their students, and then be a student at night for an online 

course 

Hierarchy 

- The _____________ system used in any particular environment 

based on authority or power 

- Each position or role requires a certain type of ___________ 

which is valued by society 

- In order to _______________ between these roles, people are 

expected to dress and act in a certain way 

Norms and Values 

- Values: Society carries with it a system of values. A particular set of values 

are ______________ to each role. The practitioners of these roles are 

expected to _____________ and 

internalize these values 

- Norms: These are _________ set 

out for a particular role that are 

considered __________________ 

behaviour  



Term Definition Example 

Folkways Minor customs of 

behaviour. Violation 

might turn heads, but 

little more.  

 

 

 

 

 Established practices of a 

society rather than it’s 

written laws. 

Cheating is bad, but 

cheating on your 

husband with his brother 

is immoral. 

Rules  

 

 

 

 

 

You must ask permission 

before leaving the 

classroom. 

 Rules that have legal 

consequences. 

 

 

 

 

 

Taboo  

 

 

 

Incest. 

 

Deviance 

- Any behaviour that is ____________ from the societal norm. It 

is deviant because we, as a society, do ________ accept it. 

- Deviance can range from _______________ eccentricities to 

behaviour that _________ society. 

- “We must not sat that an action shocks the common 

conscious because it is criminal, but rather it is criminal 

because it shocks the common conscious”  

Justice and Rehabilitation 

- Society has a __________ link with the justice system 

- A ____________________ component of modern imprisonment 

is rehabilitation, or trying to _____________________ and 

______________________ inmates so that they can grow to 

accept society’s values and norms 


